Church of the Firstborn
Hebrew 12:12-28
A.  Firstborn – what is it?
B.  The firstborn is not always the first to be born.
C.  The Privileges of the firstborn
The place of _______________ in the family - Genesis 10:15 

The right of ________________ Dt 21:15-17; 
The right to a _______________ Gen 27:19,30-39

The sin of despising these privileges - Hebrews 12:16–17 (NKJV)

These privileges could be _______________ - Genesis 48:14 

The death of the firstborn a great tragedy- Ex 4:23; Heb 11:28

Repentance likened to grief over the death of a firstborn Zec 12:10

God’s claim upon the firstborn in ancient times - Gen 22:1-2,12
The offering of a firstborn insufficient to redeem from the 
   consequences of sin Mic 6:7

Heathen sacrifice of the firstborn - 2Ch 28:3
God’s people honored as his “firstborn” – 
David 

Ephraim 

The church Heb 12:23

D.  Is “firstborn” concept applicable today?

      Rom8:29; Col 1:15; Heb1:6
E.  How does one miss out on being “firstborn”? Heb12:16-17
CHALLENGE – The type of Church we want to be 

1. Spiritual ______________ 
2. Compassionate Pastoral Care 
3. _____________________ Guidance 

4. Personal _____________ 
5. Service-growth Opportunities

6. Divine Protection 
7. _________________________ – connect or discard? 

8.  __________________ with Community 

9.  Meaningful Fellowship 

10 Personal ________________ 

11 Perfect Will 
12 Strong in _______________
