The Father’s Heart

Luke 15:11-32

The Audience

3 Parables of “Lost”

Lost sheep

Lost Coin

Lost Son(s)

The Younger Son
Prodigal = 

1. Why he asked for inheritance – R____________________

• Rejecting authority
• Rejecting responsibility
• Rejecting constraints
Consequences:

· loss of security, comfort, ability, face and self-esteem
2.  R_____________________
· Comes to his senses 

· Resolves to return home

· Confess
3.  R________________________

The Elder Brother

1. A_____________________

· Firstborn Son
· Protection & Covering
· Inheritance Secure
2.   A_______________________________________________
1. Hardworking
2. Diligent in service
3. Responsible
Pharisees/Us?
3.  A___________________ not paid to Proverbs 4:23
“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life” 

• Intimacy & Perspective lost
• Self-Righteousness developed 
• Self-Pity grew 

4.  A__________________ (negative) became ingrained

1. Misplaced Anger (v28)
2. Resentfulness (v28)
3. Disrespectful (v28)
4. __________________ & calculative (v29)
5. Unforgiving (v30)

6. Pride & arrogance (Pharisees)
The Father

3 ‘milestones’ in a Jewish boy’s life:

1. Circumcision
2. Bar-Mitzvah
3. Huiothesia: 
Father to the Younger Son:
1.  R______________
Romans 1:28

2.  R________________ Himself

•  Does not:

– Why?

3.  Waits for R___________________
• Definition: “Change of Mind”

• Recognise:
1. Sin for what it is: “I have sinned against heaven and against you.”

2.  rights to ‘demand’/deserve anything

3. Need for mercy 
4. Father was right all along and willing to submit to His way


3.  R__________
1. Had compassion 
2. Ran – unbecoming/shameful!

3. Fell on his neck and kissed him – lavished love

At Our return…


4. R__________________
1. Best Robe: Gift of H________________
2. Ring: Signet, Gift of A___________________
3. Sandals: Gift of S_________________
4. Fatted Calf: 

5. Celebration with Village: 
Father to the Elder Son:
1. R________ (Pleads)

2. R___________________ Himself
3. Tries to R_______________________
• “My son” = teknon/child – ‘works’ did not ‘qualify’ him to inherit 

• Serving God out of obligation, with no relationship with the Father means we will not inherit the Kingdom! 1 Cor 9:27, Matt 21:31

4.  No R________________________
Conclusion: The Father had ______ Lost Sons

Lost ‘Outside’: 
Lost ‘Inside’: 
Will you return to the Father?
